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Synopsis

Finally collected in one volume, Martin Gardner’'s immensely popular short puzzles; along with a few
new ones from the master. For more than twenty-five years, Martin Gardner was Scientific
American’s renowned provocateur of popular math. His yearly gatherings of short and inventive
problems were easily his most anticipated math columns. Loyal readers would savor the wit and
elegance of his explorations in physics, probability, topology, and chess, among others. Grouped by
subject and arrayed from easiest to hardest, the puzzles gathered here, which complement the
lengthier, more involved problems in The Colossal Book of Mathematics, have been selected by
Gardner for their illuminating; and often bewildering; solutions. Filled with over 300 illustrations, this
new volume even contains nine new mathematical gems that Gardner, now ninety, has been
gathering for the last decade. No amateur or expert math lover should be without this indispensable

volume; a capstone to Gardner’s seventy-year career. 308 illustrations
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Customer Reviews

"A remarkable retrospective of [Gardner’s] astonishingly influential career as an expositor

extraordinaire."

Martin Gardner (1914-2010) is regarded as one of the world’s leading experts on Lewis Carroll and
his work. The author of more than a hundred books, he wrote the "Mathematical Games" column for

Scientific American for twenty-five years and has been hailed by Douglas Hofstadter as "one of the



great intellects produced in this country in this century."

Classic Gardner!
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Very good puzzles but wordy.

This is a refreshing collection that, while scarcely new (and it admits to being, with scant exception,
a rehash of previous material), presents the puzzles in a delightful format. The organization into
sections--chess puzzles, physics puzzles, word puzzles, etc.--is refreshing and an incisive aid to
locating just the type of tickler that appeals to you at the moment, and the diagrams, typography,
and even feel of the paper are all first-class. In summary, this is a comprehensive and handsome
volume that would do well on the intelligent person’s bookshelf, even if the material isn’t as

mathematically sophisticated as Joukowsky airfoils.

Great book.

This is one of the best collections of mathematical puzzles that | have seen. Anyone who likes

puzzles/mathematics should have this in his/her library.

This is a superb collection of puzzles of all kinds. Anyone experienced or not in the puzzle field
should own this book.Martin Gardner is a guarantee for this book’s efficiency, and highly

educational and entertaining content. 5/5

Definetly challenging for me since | have to revert back to my math classes of 20 years ago.
Sometimes a better explanation of how the answer is derived would make it more of a learning

experience.
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